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McCurrich (Docks and Tides), J. Holman and H. J. 
Spear (Economics). 

It is hoped that the representation from Canada will 
be a feature of the meeting, and that many of those who 
contributed so largely to the success of the Toronto 
meeting will take this opportunity of paying a return 
visit. Committees with a view to furthering this object 
have been formed in Toronto under the presidency of 
Prof. Macallum, and in Montreal under the presidency 
of Prof. Bovey. It is hoped that the Mayor and the 
President of the Board of Trade in Toronto, the Minister 
of Education (Hon. G. W. Ross), the Secretary of the 
Royal Society of Canada (Dr. J. G. Bourinot, C.M.G.), 
the President of the Canadian Pacific Railway (Sir W. 
Van Home, K.C.M.G.), and other distinguished guests 
will be present at the meeting. Among the names of 
those who are coming from the United States we note 
the names of Profs. Henry F. Osborn, J. W. Langley, 
H. P. Bowditch, R. A. Fessenden, R. H. Thurston, and 
J. Mark Baldwin. From the Continent among those of 
other eminent visitors are the names of Profs. A von 
Kolliker, Ernest Hackel, Gustav Gilson, and Leo Errara, 
Dr. Paul Topinet, Prof. V. Dwclshauvers-Dery, Prof. 
Hugo Kronecker, and M. C. de Candolle. 

Arrangements are in progress for a biological exhibit 
at the Clifton Zoological Gardens. Lord Llangattock 
has, we undeistand, consented to be the president of a 
representative honorary committee,and Dr. A. J. Harrison 
is chairman of the working committee of management. 
Tanks are being constructed, and arrangements made 
for an exhibit from the Marine Biological Association’s 
station at Plymouth. 

The provisional arrangements for excursions are as 
follows. Saturday, September 10: (1) Bath; (2) Aust 
Clift, with especial reference to geology ; (3) Severn 
Tunnel ; (4) Stanton Drew, and Sutton Court, returning 
over Dundry Hill ; (5) Cheddar, vid Yatton, Wrington 
and Burrington Combe ; (6) Avonmouth Docks, including 
a steamer excursion past Clevedon, VYeston, the Holmes, 
Barry, and Cardiff; (7) Raglan Castle and Tintern 
Abbey ; and (8) Bradford-on-Avon. Thursday, Sep¬ 
tember 15 : (1) the Bristol Waterworks ; (2) Tortworth, 
by special invitation of Lord Ducie, for geologists ; (3) 
Wells and Glastonbury, including the Lake Village ; 
(4) Nailsea and Stroud, including Stonehouse, the Stanley 
Cloth Mills and Dye Works, Dudbridge, .VIinchinhamp- 
ton, and Frocester Court ; (5) Bowwood, including Ave¬ 
bury and Silbury; ( 0 ) Longieat and Sheerwater ; ( 7 ) 
the Swindon Railway Works ; and (8) Salisbury, Stone¬ 
henge and Amesbury. Offers of hospitality in connec¬ 
tion with nearly all these excursions have been received 
and gladly accepted. It is proposed to conclude with 
a longer excursion, starting on Friday, September 16, 
to Exeter, Torquay, Dartmouth and Plymouth, returning 
over Dartmoor. 


CITY BANQUET TO THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION. 

AT the Mansion House on Wednesday in last week, 
* *• the Lord Mayor gave a banquet to the Presidents 
of the Royal College of Surgeons and Royal College of 
Physicians and leading members of the medical pro¬ 
fession. This was the first occasion upon which the 
hospitality of the Mansion House has been extended to 
the medical profession as such, and a very large and 
distinguished company was present in response to the 
Lord Mayor’s invitation. Lord Lansdowne, Secretary of 
State for War, was one of the guests, and in responding 
to a toast he announced that the Government proposed 
to make several concessions with regard to the rank of 
medical officers in the Army. It is proposed to form— 
out of the Army Medical Staff and the Medical Staff 
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Corps—a Royal Army Medical Corps, the officers of 
which will bear the same military titles as other officers 
of the Army. These concessions have been received 
with great satisfaction by the medical profession, and 
they will doubtless lead to a marked increase in the 
number of candidates for the Army medical service. We 
give below a few extracts from some of the speeches 
made at the banquet. 

In the course of his remarks, Lord Lansdowne spoke as 
fallows :— 

We are now about to deal with the large question in which I 
know the profession takes a deep interest—the question of the 
status and rank of the medical officers in the army. I have 
heard it said, Is not the title of “ Doctor ! ’ or “ Surgeon ” a title 
by itself which any one might be proud to wear ? But in the 
army rank means a great deal. It is' the outward and visible 
sign of that authority and consideration with which the place of 
a man is clearly defined and designated, and it is necessary in 
the military profession that a man should have a proper military 
stamp. Let me say in half a dozen words how it is that we in¬ 
tend to deal with this question. We have made in former years 
various attempts to solve this question of titles by means of in¬ 
genious expedients, but the results have not been very satisfac¬ 
tory. In some cases we have, I think, invented titles which for 
cumbrousness and cacophony would be hard to beat. We now 
propose that the Army Medical Staff arid the Army Medical 
Corps should be formed into one corps. The titles used shall 
be the simple, short, intelligible titles to-which we ar.e all ac¬ 
customed. We propose to give the corps military titlesup to and 
inclusive of the rank of Colonel. I have received some forcible 
hints that our scheme will be unsuccessful unless we proceed to 
the rank of General. But we in future intend to limit the rank 
of General to a very restricted number of officers, ail of whom 
will be required to hold certain specific appointments carrying 
with them general command in the army, and they will be re¬ 
quired to command troops, if necessary, in the field. I feel 
quite sure that it is not intended that any departmental officers 
shall be given the rank of General under this scheme. Her 
Majesty the Queen, whose good will towards the profession is 
well known, has signified her pleasure that the new corps shall 
be called the Royal Atmy Medical Corps. 

The Lord Mayor, in proposing the toast of “The Medical 
Profession,” remarked : I feel a peculiar pleasure in proposing 
that toast, because I think that this is the first occasion on 
which it has been proposed within these walls. 1 am delighted 
to welcome you here to-night in the name'of the citizens of 
London. I welcome you for more reasons than one. In the 
first place I welcome you because for many generations past you 
have been intimately associated with the City of London. I 
believe that the Royal College of Physicians commenced in the 
City of London in 1518. The Royal College of Surgeons was 
intimately associated with one of our ancient City guilds—I 
refer to the Barber Surgeons Company. There is another 
company connected with your profession, also one of the livery 
companies, which has its residence in the City of London at 
the present time, and we members of the Corporation welcome 
you heartily as having some connection with us both in times 
past and at the present time. 

In replying to the toast, Sir Samuel Wilks (President of the 
Royal College of Physicians of London expressed the satis¬ 
faction of the profession at Lord Lansdowne’s statement. Re¬ 
ferring to the historical connection touched upon by the Lord 
Mayor,- he said : There was a time when the two Colleges were 
City companies, and at that time they were under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the City and of the Lord Mayor ; the same, I believe, 
applied to the other cities of Dublin and Edinburgh. The 
Physicians and Surgeons existed nearly 500 years ago as distinct 
companies in the time of Henry VI., and at that time they were 
closely connected with the Corporation of London, and I believe 
they had to get their licence from the Lord Mayor. The Lord 
Mayor of that time had a supervision over the instruments of 
the Surgeons and also over another class of persons connected 
with the Surgeons whose names I will not mention, although 
the Lord Mayor has done so. One reads in books how often 
they had to fine these members of the College in sums of 6r. 'id. 
and y. s,d. for shaving polls and trimming beards on a Sunday. 
Subsequently came the charter of the College of Physicians 
which we obey at the present time, and twenty years after that 
came the charter given by Henry VIII. to the Surgeons. The 
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celebrated picture by Holbein hangs in a hall close by. In that 
picture the King is presenting the charter to the Surgeons. On 
his right hand are the physicians. Dr, Chambers and Sir William 
Butts. Previously to this time I believe the two Colleges held 
an examination similar to the conjoint scheme at the present day. 

Sir William MacCormac (President of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England), speaking for surgery, said the members 
of the profession outside the army and those within its ranks 
were grateful for what the noble Marquis, the Secretary of State 
for War, had done for those who thus served their country in 
the Medical Department of the army. He had agreed to 
grant the two great wishes which have been pressed upon 
him—army rank and the formation of an army medical corps. 
Passing to the historical connection mentioned, Sir William 
MacCormac said: In the history of the City of London one 
might recall the names of many distinguished men in our pro¬ 
fession who have served their country in the wars. The Father 
of English Surgery, Richard Wiseman, surgeon to King Charles 
I. and Sergeant-Surgeon to King Charles II., had an eventful 
career during the Civil War. He was taken prisoner after the 
Battle of Worcester, and again while practising his profession 
as a surgeon in the Old Bailey at the sign of the “ King’s Head” 
he was taken to the Tower, and nearly lost his own head during 
the Commonwealth. About the same time John Woodhall, a 
surgeon at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Surgeon-General to the 
East India Company, also a celebrated surgeon in this old 
City of London, who had served both in the army and in 
the navy, dedicates his curious work on surgery and the 
duties of the surgeon’s mate to the “King’s most excellent 
Majestie” Charles I., and also to the Right Hon. Sir Morris 
Abbot, Lord Mayior. Woodhall speaks of himself as an ancient 
master of the mysterie of Barber Surgeons, an old City com¬ 
pany which became transformed in lapse of time, let us hope 
improved, into the Royal College of Surgeons, while the 
Apothecaries, who did so much in their time for the profession 
of this country, and still do so, continue as one of the City 
companies. So there are points of contact between our pro¬ 
fession and the City of London. 

Sir William Turner (President of the General Medical 
Council) proposed the toast of “The Houses of Lords and 
Commons,” coupled with the names of Lord Lister and Sir 
Charles Cameron, both of whom replied. 

Sir George Duffey proposed “The Plealth of the Right 
Plon. the Lord Mayor.” In the course of his reply the Lord 
Mayor said : I have inaugurated this dinner to-night in the 
hope but not with the assurance that my successors will follow 
on with it. I see no reason, looking to the facts that almost 
every other profession has been recognised in this hall, why the 
medical profession should not be included with them. 


NOTES. 

The first of the two annual conversaziones of the Royal 
Society was held yesterday evening, as we went to press. 

The following fifteen candidates were selected by the Council 
of the Royal Society on Thursday last to be recommended for 
election into the Society :—Mr. H. F. Baker, Prof. E. W. 
Brown, Dr. A. Buchan, Mr. S. F. Harmer, Mr. A. Lister, 
Lieut.-General C. A. McMahon, Dr. W. Osier, the Hon. C. A. 
Parsons, Prof. T. Preston, Prof. E. W. Reid, Mr. A. Scott, 
Mr. A. C. Seward, Mr. W. A. Shenstone, Mr. H. M. Taylor, 
nd Mr. J. Wimshurst. The certificates of these candidates are 
given in another part of the present number. 

The annual visitation of the Board of Visitors of the Royal 
Observatory, Greenwich, will take place on Saturday, June 4. 
The Observatory will be open for inspection by invited guests 
at 3 o’clock. 

The seventieth annual meeting of the German Association 
of Naturalists and Physicians will be held at Diisseldorf on 
September 19-24. 

At last week’s meeting of the Paris Academy of Sciences it 
was announced that the French Minister of Public Instruction 
had asked the Academy for an expression of opinion upon 
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the subject of the proposed law to change the national time. 
The communication w T as referred to a committee previously 
appointed to consider the proposed modifications. 

The following are the names of the Royal Commissioners 
appointed to inquire and report as to methods of treating and 
disposing of sewage :—The Earl of Iddesleigh (chairman), Sir 
Richard Thorne Thorne, IC.C.B., Prof. Michael Foster, Prof. 
William Ramsay, Major-General Constantine Phipps Carey, 
Dr. James Burn Russell, Colonel Thomas Walter Harding, Mr. 
Thomas William Killick, and Mr. Charles Philip Cotton. 

On Monday next, May 16, a special evening meeting of the 
Royal Geographical Society will be held in commemoration of 
the 400th anniversary of the discovery of the Cape route to India 
by Vasco Da Gama. A paper on the subject will be read by 
the President. H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, H.R. H. the 
Duke of York, and His Excellency the Portuguese Minister, 
Count de Soveral, have promised to be present. The anniversary 
meeting of the Society will be held on May 23, and the annual 
conversazione will be held in the Natural History Museum, 
South Kensington, on the evening of Thursday, June 23. 

The Council of the Royal Geographical Society have awarded 
one of the two Royal medals to Dr. Sven Hedin for his work 
in Central Asia, and the other to Lieutenant E. A. Peary, 
United States Navy, for his explorations in Northern Greenland. 
The Council have also made the following awards :—The 
Murchison grant to Mr. H. Warington Smyth for his several 
journeys in Siam ; the Back grant to Mr. George P. Tate for 
his survey work in Afghanistan, Baluchistan, especially Makran, 
Aden, and on the Indus ; the Gill memorial to Mr. Edmund J. 
Garwood for his geographical work in Spitsbergen during two 
seasons, in company with Sir Martin Conway; the Cuthbert 
Peek grant to Mr. Poulett Weatherley for his exploration of the 
region between Lakes Mweru and Bangweolo. The following 
foreign geographers and travellers have been elected honorary 
corresponding members :—Don Marcos Jimenes de la Espada, 
Don Francisco Moreno, Buenos Ayres ; Marquis of Rio Branco, 
Brazil; Dr. Thoroddsen, of Iceland ; Prof. Ratzel, of Leipzig. 

Several changes have* have been made on the staff of the 
Geological Survey. The vacancy caused by the retirement of 
Mr. George Sharman, senior Palaeontologist, has been filled by 
the appointment of Dr. F. L, Kitchin as ; Assistant Palaeonto¬ 
logist, under Mr. E. T. Newton, F.R.S., Palaeontologist. 
Dr. William Pollard has been appointed an Assistant Geo¬ 
logist in the Petrographical Department of the Survey at 
Jermyn Street, in the room of Prof. W. W. Watts ; and Mr. C. 
B. Wedd has also been appointed an Assistant Geologist, to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. C. E. De Ranee. 
Mr. H. J. Seymour has joined the staff in Ireland as Assistant 
Geologist, to take charge of the petrographic work, in the room 
of Prof. W. J. Sollas, F.R.S. 

At a recent meeting of the Gesellschaft fur Erdkiinde held in 
Berlin, Dr, Gerhard Schott of the Deutsche Seewarte gave an 
account of the provisional plans for the forthcoming German 
deep-sea expedition. The expedition was originally suggested 
by Prof. Chun, of Breslau, and it was at first intended to confine 
its labours strictly to zoological research ; but the sum granted 
by the Imperial Parliament (15,000/.) is considered sufficient to 
allow of a comprehensive series of physical and chemical observ¬ 
ations being undertaken as well. Soundings will be made in 
little-explored regions in the eastern part of the South Atlantic, 
on the sub-Antarctic plateau to the east of the Cape, and in the 
immense stretch of the Indian Ocean between the equator and 
30° S. lat. Special attention will be given by the chemists to 
analyses of the gas*contents of the waters at different depths. The 
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